background to be successful in AP Human Geography.
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Read the two articles that follow the directions authored by Chatles F. Gritzner. You should read
“Why Geography?” first (Article #1). Then read, “Defining Geography: What is where? Why
there? Why care?” (Article #2) After reading both articles, you are to wyj - v
' compating and coptrasting the two articles, You should also answer two essential
questions in your essay in your own words, (Do not quote excessively from the articles.)
1) What is Geography and why do you feel it is important?
2)- Why is Geography not 2 prevalent subject taught in most schools? Should this be changed?

Why/Why not?
Rubric for Reflective Essay Points
Availgble

Essay uses correct grammar/spelling 10

Essay answers 2 essential questions in your own 25

words N

Essay compares/ contrasts 2 articles in your own 25

wotds _

Essay is Typed .= - 15 |

Essay is a minimum of 4-6 paragraphs long 25
Total| 100 |




Part IT: Mapping the World

For the assignment you will be mapping the world. Use the lists provided to label the countries,
cities and selected physical featutes on the maps. You need to OUTLINE each country in a
different COLOR. You do NOT need to color in the countries. For the physical features follow
the individual instructions on each list to know what to color. You are encouraged to use an Atlas
to complete the maps. Atlases are inexpensive and can be puscliased online, from bookstores such
as Barnes and Noble of Books a million as well as regular stotes such as Wal-mart or Target. You
can also use online Atlases.

Rubtic for Map Packet Points
Available
All maps labeled 50
All maps colored/outlined with multiple colors 50
Total 100

* If you have any questions about the summer assignment, please contact M,
Wujnovich at Michael ™ : sare i gl -

Article #1
Why Geography?

by Cherles F. Gritzner
South Dakota State University

Awareness of the World

Never has a nation's people possessed more information, or been in command of more sophisticated means of
acquiring, disseminating, and analyzing data, than do contemporary Americans. In addition to traditional
resources, during recent decades GPS, GIS, satellite imagery, computer mapping, the wonderful resources of
the Internet, and other technological advances have vastly expended our knowledge of Earth's surface. Yet
given these tremendous resources for enhancing our geographic awareness and global understanding, most
Americans - living in a Global Age -- continue to possess littie more than a Stone Age awareness of the world
about them.

Each day of our lives, we live "geography." Examples affecting each of us on a regular basis can be drawn from
almost evety facet of our daily experience. Environmental influences, such as resource availability and cost,
changing weather and climate patterns and their potential impacts, and the threat of spreading diseases and
exotic species, are of increasing concern. Politically we are confronted with a host of issues ranging from -
matters pertaining to local taxation, planning, and zoning to regional (if not global) terrorism and other
manifestations of conflict. Economically, we have seen changes in the value of property and commodities at
home, while the stock market has plummeted during recent years as a result of influences ranging from Japan's
economic malaise to Latin America's financial instability. The disproportional distribution of wealth and
opportunity continues to be a major irritant confronting all of humankind, Socially, too, we are affected by the
rapid pace of change in the nation's demographic, social, and ethnic composition and determining our own
position and role on the world stage. Unfortunately, all our citizens are increasingly involved in and dependent
upon a global community about which so many remain dangerously ignorant and unconcerned.



Most Americans lack & well-developed "mental map" of Earth's surface, with its varied mosaic of physical and
human conditions. To these geographic illiterates, our planet assumes the image of a vague, fragmented, and
incredibly confusing hodgepodge of meaningless phenomena that are randomly scattered about on an all byt
bare tabula rasa, :

Theirs is a world inhabited by faceless peoples whose cultires lack a proud heritage, bonding institutions and
customs, feelings end values, tools and technologies, and essential dimensions of space and time. Places, to the
geographic illiterate, are meaningless. They have no grasp 6f those unique physical and human features that
give each spot on Earth's surface its own distinctive character, from which each draws its identity and

lack valid mental images, appropriate terminology, or an understanding of their nature, origin, and importance.
Those who are ignorant of basic geogrephic principles also have little knowledge of environmental potentials
and limitations, Under these circumstances, how can they possibly be expected to make enlightened decisions
relating to the use and sustainebility of our finite global natural endowment? '

A Spatial Vacuum i
To persons possessing a poorly developed mental map, historical events occurred in a spatial vacuum, "History"
and "geography" remain spatially unlinked and unrelated, severely limiting the significance of one to the other.
Such individuals, although ¢onstantly confronted by critical problems and issues, sadly lack the information”

needed to make rational analyses, sound judgments, or reasoned atternpts at resolution. Further, to the
geographically insensitive, human differences often appear to be threatening and can lead to feelings of

It stands as a rather sad and somewhat imexplicable indictment of this country's priorities and approach’to
education that among the world's industrial nations, Americans rank among the least literate in geographic
knowledge and, perhaps worse, geographic curiosity. Examples of this ignorance are numerous. So, too, are the
increasingly apparent, appailing, and often damaging consequences - be they social, economic, political,
military, or environmental -- that result from our failure to provide citizens with adequate geographic
instruction,

In most countries of the Western urban-industrial world (and in many less-developed countries as well),
geography constitutes the "core" of the social science curriculum. The United States is unique among these
nations in relegating geography to a relatively minor role in both the elementary and secondary curriculum.
Some progress has been made in terms of enhancing geography's position in the curriculum during recent years,
particularly through the various initiatives of the National Geographic Society. Despite these efforts and others,
however, most of the world's educated people are much better informed about the world (and often about the

United States!) than are the majority of our own citizens.

In an increasingly complex, troubled, and closely intertwined world community of éirltures and nations,
Americans simply do not know much about our global neighbors (or, for that matter, about ourselves in a
geographic sense). We have little understanding of, or feeling for, other lands and peoples, We are largely
ignorant of their ways of living, environments and natural resources, human capabilities, and culturaj
attainments. We also know little about their similarities and differences, their hopes and dreains, or their
~oblems and needs. Perhaps of greatest importance, we fail to understand how closely linked and important we
/¢ become to one another. How can Americans possibly expect to maintain a position of respect and
leadership in a world of cultures and nations about which we know — and seemingly care - so littie?
Now, more than ever, citizens can il afford to remain ignorant of the world about them. The compression of
time and space resulting from the technological "explosion" has placed even our most remote neighbors at our



increasingly complex global community. Each of us must be aware of Barth's fundamental physical and cuitural
patterns; of its key locations, distributions, patterns, and divisions; and of its primary linkages, movements,
networks, and systems. We also must understand our planet's basic areas of production and consumption, its
major spatial interrelationships, and its causes and hot spots of conflict. A populace that remains largely
ignorant of fundamental geographic knowledge surely limits a nation's ability to perform and compete
effectively on the global stage.

The Necessity of Geographic Education

Geography education is no longer a curricular huxury. It is an absolute necessity. If the United States is to
endure, we must ensure that all students -- kindergarten through college -- be given the key to the future: an
understanding of the world that only a rigorous geography curriculum can provide. Few people question the
need for history education; why, then, do so many question the importance of teaching geography? History,
after all, is but a recording of past geography; a society that lives a "good geography" will surely leave a good
history. Geography has been described as "learning for living” and is & science with a strong futuristic emphasis.
It is also the ancient and time-honored science that can best provide the essential knowledge needed to ensure
that our citizens are prepared to assume responsible and enlightened leadership in today's complex and
demanding global community. T. S. Eliot wrote, “We shall not cease from exploration, and the end of all our
exploring will be to arrive where we started and to know the place for the first time." Today, all citizens
certainly must be able to think globally, while continuing to act locally: By better knowing the world about us,
we come'to better know ourselves -- whether at home, or as members of the global community.

Dr. Charles F. Gritzner is a professor of geography at South Dakota State University. This article first
appeared in Journal of Geography 102 (2003): 90-91; it appears on AP Central through a permission
agréement between the College Board and the National Council for Geographic Education.

Article #2

Defining Geography: What is Where, Why There, and
Why Care?

by Charles F. Gritzner
South Dakota State University

The Nature of Geography

Most everyone knows that history is the study of events through time. Basically, historians ask "What happened
when and why then?" But many people, it seems, have a problem defining geography. One reason why
geography has languished in the curricula of many Ametican schools is that so few people understand the
nature of the discipline or its relevance to our everyday lives, What is geography? What is its unique
perspective? What do geographers do? Why is geography important? Why should we téach (and learn)
geography in the schools? These are questions that have gone largely unanswered in American education. This
bricf essay presents an easily taught, understood, and remembered definition of geography. It has been used
with great success by the author in his own teaching, public speaking, and professional writing for more than a
decade. It works beautifully, and I believe that it will work for you and your students as well.

Immanuel Kant, writing some two centuries ago, may have been the first scholar to identify clearly and
succinctly the unique nature of both history and geography. In essence, he observed that history organizes and
analyzes events in terms of when they occurred (the temporal context, or time). Geography, on the other hand,
focuses upon Earth's features and conditions through asking where they are found (the spatial context, or
location). Both history and geography, then, are methodologies ~ unique ways of thinking about our world and
its events, conditions, patterns, and consequences. Following Kant's rationale, a simple definition of geography
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emerges: if "When?" is-the realm of history, then "Where?" is the primary focus of geographic inquiry.
If we can agree that the spatial method of organization and analysis is at the heart of geography and the

geographic perspective, then this reality must be reflected in any definition of the science, Here, however, a

-stumbling block looms on the horizon: What is "spatial analysis"? When most people think of "space," after all,

they associate it with astronomy, not geography. In a geographic context, "space” is defined as g portion of
Earth's surface. Location, place, area, region, territory, distribution, and pattern are all closely related spatial

concepts

A Concise Definition

The following definition incorporates all essential elements traditionally recognized as being fundamental to
geography: it is the study, as I wrote in the Journgl of Geography, of "what is where, why there, and why
care?"* To this foundation can be added further information. For example, at the college leve! I often add
"pertaining to the various Physical and human features of Earth's surface, including their conditions,
interactions, spatial distributions, and patterns." The definition is flexible in that it can easily incorporate any
and all other perspectives on the nature of the discipline. The following diagram further amplifies each of the

four elements contained within the definition,
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Some definitions of geography (including that developed by the National Geographic Society) emphasize
cultural ecology -- the relationship humans establish with the natural environment. Both geographers and

‘ironments they occupy. Geographers, however, are particularly interested in what kinds of ecological
practices occur within different cultureg — who is doing what, where, and why? The emphasis is on location and
the characteristics of place. For example, "What is?" might be a particular type of ecoldgical relationship, such
as tropical shifting cultivation, pastoral nomadism, or mining. "Where?" then Places the activity in a particular



location and perhaps with a particular group, such as Amerindians of the Amazon Basin, Tuareg of the Western
Sahara, or residents of Minnesota's Iron Range. "Why there?" can be quite complex because in most instances,
many factors are involved. Shifting cultivation, for example, might include such factors as heavily leached,
hence infertile, tropical soils; cultural isolation and tradition; or sustainability, In the case of the Tuareg,
certainly the region's arid environment, a longstanding pastoral tradition, and the consequences of overgrazing
are important. A concentration of iron ore, the need for iron in an industrial society, and proximity to Great
Lakes shipping lanes all help shed light on northern Minnesota mining activity. Finally, "Why care?" provides
an opportunity to establish the importance of the foregoing activities in their particular location, as well as in
their natural and cultural geographic contexts.

The Definition in Practice

This definition of geography works well for several reasons. First, it emphasizes that geography is a
methodology. It stresses the geographic way of organizing and analyzing information pertaining to the location,
distribution, pattern, and interactions of the varied physical and human features of Earth's surface. All
geographic inquiry should begin with the question, "Where?" Geographers and all other scientists ask "Why?"
And, of course, most major Earth-bound events, features, and conditions can and often do-have some impact on
our lives, thereby begging the question, "Why care?"

Second, the definition incorporates all traditional geographic subjects, themes, and traditions, In teaching, no
matter what topic is being stressed or approach being taken, it can be easily integrated into the definition.

Third, the definition functions at all scales. In studying towns and cities, for example, site (specific location and
condition of a place) can often explain their presence. For example, New York City is located at the mouth of
the Hudson River with a natural harbor protected by Long Island; San Diego and Seattle are on excellent natural
harbors; and Denver is at the eastern terminus of a pass through the Rocky Mountains. South Dakota's largest
and fastest growing city, Sioux Falls, affords a splendid example to illustrate the importance of "Where?"
When the city was settled in 1856, eastern South Dakota was inhabited by people of the Sioux culture. The
city's name, itself, implies the importance of location and place: the falls on the Big Sioux River provided -
power fof a mill around which the city was originally established. Through time, the city grew primarily
because of its location in the wettest, hence most agriculturally productive, area of the state. It also served as a
major highway and rail hub. Finally, rapid growth continued because of its location at the intersection of two
interstate highways. An example on the global scale, petroleum resources in the Middle East certainly have
contributed to a host of conflicts, and "petro-politics" surely will be-a major issue for decades to come.
Production, distribution, consumption, and trade all impact the lives of several billion people daily.

Geography has projected a very fuzzy image of its content and methodology for far too long. The definition
presented here is clear and concise, It places no limitation on what geographers study (literally anything found
on Earth's surface); it clearly identifies the discipline's unique methodology -- the spatial dimension of features,
including where they are, in what patterns they occur, what important relationships exist between or among
features, and so forth, If geography is to be taught as a science, the distribution of features must be explained --
that is, we must address the question, "Why there?" Finally, all geographic teaching and learning should relate
to the human need to know, emphasizing "Why care?" The definition presented here identifies in simple, easily
taught, and easily learned terms the extreme complexity of geography,

“Charles F. Gritzner, “What Is Where, Why There, and Why Care?" Journal of Geography101, no. 1
(January/February 2002), pp. 38-40.

Charles F. "Fritz" Gritzner received his Ph.D. froin Louisiana State University and Is now midway in his fifth
decade of college teaching. Since 1980, he has been on the Jaculty of South Dakota State University, where he

holds the rank of distinguished professor of geography.



